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HIND and PANT HER. By another Hand. 
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THE 


Firſt Letter. 


SIR, 


Had paſs'd by the groſs Scurrility of your laſt 
I Prologue with the ſame Contempt that I have 

always had for the reſt of your Scribling, had not 
ſome of my Acquaintance ſuggeiled to me, that it 
was unfit to ſuffer you any longer to go on without 
Reproof. I will now theretore take you as much into 
my conſideration as fo trifling a ſubje&t does deſerve : 
Not at all doubting but to kill this Tetter of yours 
with the ordinary _— of a little Ink. The 
Method I purpoſe to uſe, ſhall be, Firſt ro expoſe your 
Faults, (I do not mean all ) for that were as Diego 
ſaid of the Poor of his Pariſh, All the Pariſh. No--- 
you are too abundant and plentifull a Fop for any 
man to miſ-employ ſo much time upon, but enough 
to ſatisfie any man of Judgment with the Abilities of 
our Poet Laureat. 

And next I will dete&t your Thefts, letting the 
World know how great a Plagiary you are; and 
that for all your pretences to Wit and Judicious 
Cenſure, you do live in as much Ignorance and 
Darkneſs as you did in the Womb: That your Wri- 
rings are like a Jack of all Trades Shop, they have 

A 2 Variety, 


LY ___ 426742 


[ - 
Variety, but nothing of value. And that if thou art 
not the dulleſt Plant-Animal that ever the Earth pro- 


duced, all that IT have conversd with are ſtrangely 
miſtaken in thee. 


So dull thou art, as if thou dt largely quaſt 

All fleepy Tayces for thy mornings draught ; 
Henbane and Hemlock , which mans Soul berfight, 
Mandrake and Poppy, &c. 


For this time farewel : Within -two or three days 
you ſhall hear further from me. 


MH 


THE 


Second Letter. 


Have written to you within the Time to which 
1 was by my promiſe engaged, and you may 
perceive by this Letter with what care I have 
read over .your Conqueſt of Granada, 2 dull heavy 
Task, which few but my ſelf, except ſome Choice Fe- 
male Spirits, and Peculiar Friends of yours at Court 
( as your Brother Bayes has it in the Rehearſal ) would 
have undertaken. You have thercfore, to uſe one of 


your own Compliments, the more grand obligement 


to me, for going through with a Work of -that diſh- 
culty. I muſt confeſs I did not make an end of it 
withaut twenty Stops, forty Oaths, and at leaſt an 

| hun- 


0 
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hundred and fifty-Reſolutions at every Page to give 

it over, and truly 
| . -»—oo ] did dare Alman. 
| To be ſo impudent as to deſpair---- Page 33: 


that I ſhould cver finiſh it. In this vexation of mind 

I trequently threw the paltry Book to the ground, 1 
| ſcratch'd my Head, I rubb'd my Forchead, put up my 
[ Black Lead Pen, and expre{t all the poſtures that men 
| uſe, when they ate troubled with an Impertinent. Yer 
after all rhis, with much flrugling Opus exegs, and 

ſend you the Fruits of my Labour, to whom of right 

they are moſt due ; being beforehand aſſured that you 

will not be concern d for any thing I ſay, fince the com- 

mon Opinion ( how unjuſt ſoever ) has been to your ad- 

vantage; and having ſwept the ſtakes, you can be con- preface 

tent to fit quietly, to hear your Fortune curs'd by ſome, to Alman- 

and your Faults arraigned by others. The plain and 

natural conſtrudtion of which. words as they lie be- 
| fore us, is, that having received, your Money from 
the Door-keepers, having pick'd the Pockets of your 
| Auditors, 'you care not a Ruth with what Contempt 
| and Nauſcouſneſs the Judicious ſpeak of your Bauble ; ; 
| yet you grant that a ſevere Critick is the greateſt help | 
[ to.a gaed Wit., He does the Office of a Friend, whilſt he 
| deſigns that of an Fremy ; and his malice keeps a Poet | 
| within thoſe Bounds which the Luxuriancy of his Wt 
and Fancy would tempt him to over-leap. How luxuri- 
ant your Wit and Fancy is, will preſently appear 
without any need of great ſeverity. in the Critick, 
who has omitted ' at leaſt a hundred good thumping, 
ſubſtantial Faults, for on: he has taken notice of. 

To tegin with your Charater of 4/manzor, which 

you avow to have taken from the Achilles in Homer ; 


pray 


cetace. 


* Merry 
Wires of 
Wind(lor. 
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pray hear what Famiauzs Strada fays of ſuch Takers 
as Mr. Dryden, Kidere ſoleo cum video homines. ab Fo- 
meri virtutibus ſtrenut declinantes, ft quid vero irrepht 
vitii, id avid: arripientes. But I might have ſpared 
this Quotation , and you your avowing: For this 
Character might as well have been borrowed from 
ſome of the Stalls in Bed/am, or any of your own 
hair-braind Coxcombs, which you call Feroes, and 
Perſons of Honour. I remember juſt ſuch another fu- 
ming Achilles in Shakeſpear, one Ancient Piſtol, whom 
he guaws to be a man of ſo fiery a temper, and fo 
impatient of an injury, even from Sir John Falſtaff his 
Captain, and a Knight, that he not onely diſobeyed his 
Commands about carrying ga Letter to Mrs. Page, but 
return d bim an pu a as full of contumely, and in 
as opprolrious terms as he could imagine. * 


Let Valtures gripe thy guts, for gourd and Fullam holds, 
And high and low beguiles the rich and poor. 

Teſter I'Þ have ia pouch, when thou ſhall lack 

Baſe Phrygian Turk, &c. 


Let's ſee e'er an Abencerrago fly a higher pitch. Take 
him at another turn quarrelling with Corporal Nym, 
an old Zegri : The dittcrencearoſe about mine Hoſteſs. 
Quickly ( for I would not give a Ruſh for a man un- 
leſs he be particular in matters of this moment ) 
they both aimed at her body, but Abencerrago Piſtol 
defies his Rival in theſe words : 


Fetch from the Powdring-Tub of Infamy . 

That Lazar-Kite of Creſſids kind, 

Doll Tearſheet, ſhe by name, and her eſpouſe : I have 
and ] will bold 


The 


('P3 


The —_ Quickly for the onely ſhe. 
And pauca---- 


There's enough. Does not Qrotation ſound as well as 


'Ono22k nur; funual tur, xexllu t' Hatus 
AnuSs23., Banks, 


But the Four Sons of Ammon, the Three bold Bea- 
chams, the Four London Prentices, 7amerlain the Scy- 
thian Shepherd, Muleaſſes, Amurath, and Bajazet, or 
any raging Turk at the Red Bul and Fortune, might as 
well have been urged by you as a Pattern of your 
Almanzor, as the Achilles in Homer, but then our 
Laureat had not paſs'd for ſo Learned a man as he de- 
ſires his unlearned Admirers ſhould eſteem him. 

But I am ſtrangely miſtaken if I have not ſeen this 
very Almanzor of yours in ſome diſguiſe about this 
Town, and paſſing under another Name. Prethee 
tell me true, was not this Huff-cap once the Indian 
Emperour, and at another time did not he call him- 
ſelf Maximine? Was not Lyndaraxa once called 41- 
meria, | mean under Montezuma the Indian Empe- 
rour ? I proteit and vow they are either the fame, or 
ſo alike, that I can't for my heart diſtinguiſh one 
from the other. You are therefore a ſtrange unconſci- 
onable Thief, that art not content to ſteal trom others, 
but do'ſt rob thy poor wretched Self too. 

I have thus far made bold with you out of meer Cha- 


rity; for you ſay that obſerving your Errors is a great Preface. 


ſtep to the corretting them. 

But pray give me leave without any offence, to 
ask you why it was a Fault in Shakeſpear, that his Plays 
were grounded upon Impoſſibilities, and ſo meanly writ- 
ten, that the Comedy neither cauſed your Mirth, nor 

the 


» 
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the ſerious part your Comcernment > This you fay 
in your Poliſcript, and in your Preface, you te} us, 
that a Poet was not tied to a bare Kepreſentation of what 
is poſſible, But might let himſelf looſe : For he has only his 
Fancy for his Guide, which ſees farther in its own Empire, 
and produces more ſatisfattory notions. 

1 underſtand not well your meaning, but my dear 
Friend, thou may'ſt remember Ariſtotle was of another 
Opinion, 

AeJunmam rg pan Twi; Tov mare Te; mor; 

, A-avrrx, : : 


I was about fix years ſince a little acquainted wirh 
a Name-fake and Countreyman of yours, who pilfer'd 
out of Monſieur Hedelin, Menardiere, and Corneille, 
an Eſſay of Dramatick Poetry, wherein he tells us a- 
nother tale, and ſays, 4 Play ought to be a juſt and live- 
ly Image of Humane Nature, Repreſenting its Paſſions 
and Flumours, &c. ; Ow 


_— 
omnia dixiſſet. 


You ſhall hear further from me e're it be long, 
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THE 


Hen you have wjped off all former ſtains 


Third Letter. 
wy from your Reputation, I ſhall think you 
worthy ro be called ro another manner of 


Account, but till then I will content my (elf to proceed 
in this mild way of Corre&ting your Infolence which I 
have begun, ſubmitting it to the Judgment of all Men, 
which of us two deſerve beſt the Honourable Title of 
a Raiker. 

And now if you were not too peeviſh to endure a 
Queſtion, I would mftke bold to ask you the meaning 
of this Simile : 

The Brave Almanzor 
Who like a Tempeſt that out-rides the Wind. 


The ſenſe of it to my weak and ſhallow Underſtand- 
ing, is, a Tempeſt that our-rides it ſelf: And if it be 
ſo, pray relolve me * whether you be not cozen'd with 
the ſound, and never took the pains to examine the ſenſe 
of your own Verſes, which is a Fault you object to 0- 
thers in your modelt Preface. 


Another of the ſame. 


Great Souls diſcern not when the leap's too wide, 
Becauſe they onely view the farther fide. 
B 


Tura 


Almang. 
Act. 2. 
pag. 1% 


* Preface. 


AQ. 4 


wr, 


* P; efzce 


tw Aman. 
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Turn that into Proſe, and then this is the Nonſenſe of 


it ; They do not diſcern the diſtance, becauſe they 


only view the diſtance, And if that be the beſt Conſtru- 
tion it can bear, then anſwer me, Whether you * who 
have undertaken to write Verſe without being form'd by 
Art or Nature for it, whether you who have written one 
of the worſt 'in it, could have written worſe without it 2 

I think this Inſtance I am going to give you, would 
_ done every jt as well in Prof as tn Heroick 
Verle. 


LynomaRaxa 
This is my Will, and this Twill have done, 


Or this. 


None could be ſeen whilſt Almahid was by, 
Becauſe ſhe was to be her Majeſty. 


Therefore to reprehend you in your own Lofty Stile, 
by applying an ingenious Coupler, 


Fither confeſs your Fault, or hold your Tongue ; 
For Tam ſure I am not now ith wrong, 


Mr. Dryden, 


Here is one of your Virtues which I cannot for- 

bear to animadvert upon, which is your exceſs 

of Modeſty ; When you tell us in your Poſtſcript to Gra- 
nada, That Shapoy is below * the Dulleſt Writer of 
Ours, or any precedent Age. In which by your favour, 
you Recede as much from your own Right, as you dif 
parage Almanzor, becauſe he is yours, in preferring 
Ben. 
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Ren. Johnſon's Cethegys before him; ſaying in your 
Preface, . that his Rodomonrtadoes are neither fo irrati- 
onal as the others, nor ſo impollible to be pur in exccu-* 
tion, Il give you ſo many inſtances to the contrary, 
as ſhall convince you, and bring you over to my ide. 


I'll face this ſtorm that thickens tn the Wind ; AA. 2. 
And with bent forehead full againſt it go, 
Till 1 have found the laſt and utmoſt Foe. . 


If Fate weaves common Thred, he'll change the doom, * 48. x, 
And with new Purple ſpread a Nobler Loom. 


But here's a dreadfull one : 


---—- My word is paſt, 
I'll take his heart by th' Roots and hold it faſt. 


If the proudeſt hard-hearted Cethegas of 'em all heard 
thisterrible menace, I believe 


-----= T he Bufie thi 


His Soul would ſtraight pack up, and be on Wing ; Alman. 
Lo SwaZows when they ſeek the Spring. _ 4- 
He'd ſbuder up withcold : tu 


as you elegantly expreſs it in your Maiden Queen, pag. 
69, $4 % 


Il heftor Kings to grant my wild Demands. AA. 3 
Fate after him below with pain did move, Part 1. 
And Vittory tould fearce keep pace above. AA. 2. 


Czxtera Ye genere hoc adeo ſunt multa, &c. 


B 2 We 
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We follow Fate which does too faſt purſue. 
'T, is juft that Flames ſhould be condemn'd to Fire. 


You muſt not take it ill, MW@Dpryden, if I ſuſpet 
both thoſe Verſes to have a ſtrong Tinure of Non- 
ſenſe, but if you'l defend 'em, of all loves I beg ofthee 
that thou would'ft conitrue them, and put them into 
ſenſe? for to me, as Parſon Hugh ſays in Shakeſpear, 
they ſcemed Lunacies, it is mad as a mad Dog, it is af- 
feftatious. 

I once thought to have ended this Letter here with 
a Diſtich of your own : 


Let us at length ſo many faults forget 
And loſe the tale, and take 'em by the great. 


But if I had ſo concluded; I ſhould have omitted a me- 
morable conceit or rwo; the one is in a Speech of 4+ 
manzor to his Mothers Ghoſt. 


IT ruſh into the Covert of thy Night, 

And pull thee backward by thy Sbrout to Light. 
Or elſe I'll ſqueez thee like a Bladder there, 

And make thee groan thy ſelf away to air. 


The ſecond is a Speech of Porphyrius to Maximine, ig 
thy Tyrannick Love. 


Whereer thou ſtand'ſh, I'l level at thy face, 
My guſhing bleod, Jprout it at that place. 


THE 


I3 * 


THE 
Charter- 
4 How/e, 
Fourth Letter. 
, 1672. 
Ince 1 catinot draw you to make a reply to me, 
aſſure your ſelf that after this Letter you ſhall hear 
no further from me. 
An horrid Silence ſhall irvade your Far, On the 
But in that Silence a fierce Tempeſt fear. Kings Re- 


T intended to have made no more Animadverſions* TATL 


upon the viciouſneſs of your Style, till in reviewing the 
ſeveral! Pamphlets you have publiſhed, Ifound ſo much 
good new matter of that kind, that I could not forbear 
to return once more tothe ſame ſubje, and reſerve the 
the other heads for the Prels. 

\ My firſt obſervation ſhall be of the admirable facility 
of your Muſe in Similes, which allude to norhing, 
"This your Brother Bayes has before taken notice of in 
the Rehearſal. Burl think it not amiſs to inſiſt a little 
longer on that point ; referring it wholly to the Judg- 
ment of thoſe fair Ladys, who have hitherto been rhe 
beſt ftrength of your party, hoping there will be no 
need of further pains than juſt franſcribirlg, and laying 
them before them. 
- hb, firſt I light upon is an excellent Muſtration of 

rief. 
Thew ſetting free a figh from her fair Eyes Morden 
She wip'd two Pearles the remnant of Wild Showers, _ 
| And hung like drops upon' the bells of Flowers. , 
Another. 
My Sond lies bid in ſhades of grief, 
| When 


14 
. 
R'v. Lad. When like te Bird of Nizht with balf fkut Eyes, 
P-3%8 She geeps and jickens at the ſight of day. 
A Melting Simile upon the like Occaſion. 
Aim. p%1. As ſome fair Tulip by a florm oppreſt 
"1 b* Shrinks up, and folds its ſilken Armes to reſt, 
' And bending tothe blaſt, all palf gud dead, 
Tears from within the Wind ſrag-ronnd its head, 
>. So ſhrowded up that beauty diſappears. 
Upon Anger. 
Aimp.o1t hy will you in your Preaſt your paſſion crowd 
Like unborn Thunder rowling in a Cloud ? 
Upon Famine. | 
Ind. Emp. Ascallow Birds whoſe Mother's kill'd in ſeeking of the prey, 
Cry.in their Neſts, and think her long away, 
And at each leaf that ſtirs each blaſt of Wind 
Gape for the food which they muſt never find. 
So cry the People in-their Miſery. 
Riv. Lad. Penſive like Kings in their declining State. 
Pray, why not like States in their declining State ? 
. Where by the way, Mr. Dryden, if you had reſerv'd 
this Davenanti/m till the opportunity, you might have 
given the Hollaxders a frump, and very honeltly have | 


get a Clinch into the Bargain. 
Maiden J ſhall keep the faſts of Seraphims RN 
Neen. And wake for Joy, like Nightingals in May. & 


Blefs me |, What ſtuff is this ? prethee, ſpeak impar- 
tially, does not this worthle(s Colledtion now ſeem ta; 
1ou a confuſed Maſs of thoughts tumbling o're one ano-, 
ther, 'in the Dark? as you. wittily ſay to my Lord of 
Orrery in the Degication of the Rival Ladies ? 

: Now I'll make bold zo have a fling at that. kind of 
thy Writing, . which thau, thy Comerades, and thy 
Admirers call great and- noble thoughts. 

Alm p.1c6 Now Chance aſſert thy own incon/tanc 'y 
Riv. Lad, And fortune fight, that thou mayſt fortune be. 
| - 1 wnooneBirds neer impo{e. Arich 
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A Rich plum'd Miftriſs, on their feattier'd Son;, 

But leave their lyves more open yet and free 

Thaw all the Fields of Air, +beir ſpacious Birthright. 


Harſh words from ber, like blows from angry King: (1: ms 
Though they are meant affronts, are conſtrued favours. 
Seas are the Fields of Combat for the Winds : 
But when they ſweep along ſome flowry a 
Their Wings movve mildly, and their rage is los, Al p 153. 
Move ſwiftly Sun ;, and fly a Lovers pace, 
Leave Weeks and Months bebinl thee in thy race. 


The Sun, honeſt Mr. Dryden would have done ſo though 
Almanzor had not com ed him, and if you doubt of ir, \ 
I refer you to Gadbury, Sanders, Lilly, Rider, Poor Robin, or 
any of thoſe learned Men, for your ſatisfaftion. 


Zulema. Dare you what ſenſe and reaſon prove deny ? Al. p. 138. 
Alm. When ſhe's in queſtion, ſenſe and reaſon lye. 
Thou haſt within thee, without thee, and about thee a 
moſt inexhauſtible ſtore of ſuch Trumpery ; that I muſt quit 
this and paſs to another head, which is thy dull Nuerliſm, or 
Witheri/m to ſave my own labour and my Readers ( if any 
befo idle ro read this. ) 


Dis leget bac ? 


newo Hereule nemo, 


Fel duo, vel nemo. Perſjus. 
For Example. 
Whatever Izabella ſhall command, Alm. part 
Shall always be a Law to Ferdinand. 2.þ.115- 
To what &er ſervice you ordain my band . p. 85. 


Name your requeſt, andcall it your Command.” 
Imagine what muſt needs be brought to paſs, 
My Hearts not made of Marble, Or of Braſs. 


Orbella. YToar Father wonders much at your delay. Ini Emp. 

Cydaria, So great a wonder for ſo ſmall a ſtay ? p13. 
Without delay th unlucky Gift reſtore, Al. p. 164, 
Or from this Minute never ſee me more. * þ« 55. 


Grant that ſbe loves me not, at leaſt I ſee 
She loves not others, if ſhe loves not me. 


Cant 


Rehearſa l. 
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Canſt thou after this have the Confidence to fay thy Plays 
are written with more Flame than Art. I vow to thee, I 
cannot perceive either Art, Flame, or the leaſt Spark of fire 
in thy Poetry. I muſt acknowledge it has all the quahiies of 
anorher Element, I mean the Earth, *tis cold, dry, and fo 
heavy, that at the hearing ofit, the judicious of thy com- 
pany fall aſleep, and one would have thought, thou had'ſt 
done ſo too,at the writing, I forciee that this is labour ill beſtow'd 
upon you, for when thou art reprehended for producing a 
Chymerical Ninny upon the $cage, thy defence runs thus. 

Who told my over-wiſe Cenfors | intended hima perſet Cha- 
rater, or, indeed, what neceſſity was there thar he ſhould beſo? 
---- or when we quarrel at ſome other fau'r, you ſtraight flap us 
inche Mouth, and tel! us, youdeſtgn'd it ſo on purpoſe to make 
your P'ay go off more ſmartly Which Apology how it ditfers 
from what Hayes the Laureet ſays, Tle make you yourtelf Judge. 

Some will fay, this ſenſe is not much tothe purpoſe, why I 
grant it, I meent ir fo, bur then 'tis as full of Wit and Drollery 
as ever it can hold, 'tis like an Oranye ſtuck with Cloves. 

I thought to, have rebuked thee tor thy ſcattering of Non- 
ſenſe under another diſtinit and peculiar head, but if I had 
enter'd upon that Theme, I ſhould never have made an end. 
Therefore 111 conclude with a word, or two, only of advice, 
for the diſcharge of my Conſcience, as a friend, and one that 
wiſhes you well; though I know before hand, you are fo 
prejudiced againſt me, that you'l be deaf to all I can fay; 
yet notwithſtanding your averſion I will take the liberty of 
Counſelling you to give over this way of miſtaken Poetry, 
and apply your ſelf ro ſome honeſt Calling, wherein you may, 
(and rruly hope will)thrive better, than at chis damn'd Trade 
of a Play-wright. And for your Almanzor, Porphyrius, Maximin, 
with the old Roman Legions the Abencerrages and Zegry:,and 
che reſt,of your invincible Herees, which you have already 
rais'd, ſince yvu have now no furrhur uſe of their ſcrvice,toeaſe 
yourſelf ofthe charge of continuing themin pay, faith, e'cn do 
a deed of Charity, let'em nor lie _= our hands, butlend any 
one of 'em to the Darch againſt the k. of France. Who knows 
what an A/manzor may do? heifany Man may ſave the Coun- 
try. As for your Ladies, Orbella, Lyndaraxa, Almeria, Cydaria, 
&c.----- You know they havealready thoſe that will take care 
ofand provide for them. -— Longum formoſe vale, vale. 

Martin Clifford. 
REFLECTIONS 
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CD 


REFLECTIONS 


ON/-THE 


Hind & Panther. 


_— 


In a Letter to a Friend. 


SIR, 


HE Preſent you have made me of the Hind 

and Panther, 1s variouſly talked of here in the 
Countrey. Some wonder what kind of Cham- 

pion the Roman Catholicks have now gotten : for 
they have had divers ways of repreſenting themſelves ; 
but this of Rhiming us to dcath, is altogether new, 
and unheard of, before Mr. Bayes ſet about it. And 
indeed he hath done it in the Sparkzſbeſt Poem that 
ever was ſeen : 'Tis true, he hath written a great ma- 
ny fine things ; but he never had ſuch pare Swiftneſ7 
of Thought, as in this Compoſition, nor ſuch fiery 
Flights of Fancy. Such hath always been his Drane- 
tical and Scenical way of Scribling, that there was no 
Poſt nor Pillar in the Town exempt from the paſting 
up of the Titles of his Plays 3 Infomuch that the Foot- 
boys, for want of kill in Reading, do now ( as we 
hear ) often bring away by —_— the Title of a 
new 


{4") 
new Book againſt the Church of England, wiſtead of 
taking down the Play for the Atternoon: yet if he 
did it well or handſomly, he might deſetve R_ Par- 
don 3 but alas! how ridiculoutty dorh;he appear in 
Print for any-Religion, who hath made it his. buſineſs 
to laugh at all ! How can he ſtand up for any mode 
ot Worſhip, who hath been accuſtomed to bite, and 
ſpit his Venom againlt the very Name thereof 2 
' Wherefore I cannot but wiſh our Adverſaries Joy 
in their New-converted Hero, Mr. Bayes z whoſe Prin- 
ciple it is to fight ſingle with whole Armies ; and this 
one quality he prefers before all the moral Vertues put 
rogether: The Roman Catholicks may talk what they 
will, of their Bel/armin and Perrone, their HeFor and 
Achilles, and I know not who ; but I defire them all, 
ro ſhew one ſuch Champion for the Cauſe, as this 
Drawcanſir : For he is the Man, that kills whole Na- 
tions at oncez who, as he never wrote any thing, that 
any one can imagin has ever been the prattiſe of the 
World, ſo in his late endeavours to pen Controverſie, 
you ſhall hardly find one word to the ay 9 He is 
that accompliſhed Perſon, who loves Keaſoning ſo 
much in Verſe, and hath got a knack of writing it 
ſnoothly. The Subje&t ( he treats of in this Poem ) 
did in his Opinion, require more than ordinary Spi- 
rit and Flame; therefore he ſuppoſed it to be too 
great for Proſe; for he is too proud, to creep ſervilly 
after tenſe ; ſo that in his Verſe. he ſoares high above 
the reach of it; to do this, there is no need of Brain; 
'is but ſcanning right 3 the labour is in the Finger, 
not-in the Head. 
However, if Mr. Bayes would be pleaſed to abate 
a little of the exuberancy of his Fancy and Wit; to 
diſpenſe with his Ornaments and Superfluencies of 
Invention and Satyr, a Man might conlider, whether 
he 


he ſhould fubmit to his Argument ; but take away 
the Reibng,' and 'no Argwment remains; fo that one 
may beat the Buſh'a whote day; *and after ſo much la- 
bour, only ſpring a Butterfly, or ſtart an Hedg-hog. 

For all this, is it not great pity to ſee a Man in the 
flower of his Romantick Conceptions, in the full vi- 
gour of his Stadies on Love and Honour, to fall into 
ſuch a diſtraGion, as to walk through the Thorns and 
Briars of Controverſie, unleſs his Confeſſor hath com- 
manded it, as'a Penance for ſome paſt ſins: that a 
Man, who hath read Dor £»ixot for the greateſt part 
of his Life, ſhould pretend to interpret the Bible, or 
trace the Footſteps of Tradition, even in the darkeſt 
Ages ? 

Por hold, we have a Bartel juſt coming in 3 and 
now Mr. Bayes ſpeaks as big, as if Ten Thouſand Men 
were really engaged 3 at the ſame time he ſings in his 
Verſe, and puts himſelf into a Warlike poſture ; ſo 
that our Ears are at once entertained with Muſick, and 
good Language, and our Eye is alſo ſurpriſed with the 
Garb and Accontrements of a Controverſial War : Not- 
withſtanding, methinks this bluftring Wight is hardly 
ſtrong and wiſe enough to demonſtrate ewo ſuch un- 
toward Points, as — and Infallibility ; 
I fancy, he is as able to Square the Circle. His Brains 


indeed, have been a long time uſed to Chimera's, the | 


Raptures and Viſions of Poetry, gaudy Scenes, unaccount- 
able fab of Non-ſenſe, and big Abſurdities : conſe- 
quently, The may have a good head for the believing 
of Legends. 

But let us ſee how he'proves his ſeveral Poſitions ; 
which for brevity and dr{tin&tion fake, I muſt denomi- 


nate after this'manner, and in this order. 


7 1. Tran- 


1. Tranſubſtantiation. 2. Reformation. 3. Infallibility. 
4. Novelty and Schiſm. 5. The paſſive Church. 


Fuſt, Trauſubſtantiation, be ſays, we muſt admit, 
=-»—o-BRecauſe Man is to believe 


Beyond what Senſe and/Reaſon can conceive, 


Thus Mr. Bayes hath ſubdued his Underſtanding, 
.and laying aſide his Senſe and Reaſon, is become a 
zealous Bigot for the Rowan Faith. But God Almigh- 
ty 1s pleaſed to deal with us, as Rational Creatures ; 
therefore no Dodtrine, that comes from him, is con- ' 
trary to our Reaſon, neither are our Faculties to be 
renounced fot the ſake of it 5 without the uſe where- 
of we{hould not be able to know any thing, that re- 
lates to the Worſhip of God, or our own Duty : Nay, 
n the very planting of the Chriſtian Faith by Miracles, 
Appeals are always made to the Reaſon and Senſe 
of the Standers by : We may therefore very well ful- 
pet, that ſome Cheat is to be put upon us, when they 
would have us receive a Doctrine of the Comncil of 
Trent, without Senſe and Reaſon. Thus to ſubdue 
the Underſtanding to the Belief of Fiftzons, is to ſup- 
pole, that God doth not expett, that we ſhould make 
uſe of the Soul, which he hath given us in all its Ado- 
rations to pay him « Rational Service, But Mr. Bayes 
hath not yer left off to expoſe Religion 3 for to-feign 
monſtrous Opinions, and then fly to Omnipotence to 
make them out, 1s the moſt unjuſtifiable Attempt, and 
the higheſt Blaſphemy, that can be thought on. Bur 
our Poet is the ſame Mr. Bayes ſtill, as He was, when 
he ſerved the Stage : He did ever ſcorn to imitate Na- 
ture, and was altogether given to elevate and fur- 
Prize 5 
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prizez ſo now he would baniſh Senſe and Reafon 
out of "= of* ion, to which he was never a Friend ; 
but above all, his way of managing Controverſies is 
peculiar ; 'tis indee4] Elevating, Charming, Rhiming, 
and every thing, but Thinking and Senſe ; as for In- 
*ftance, p. 15. | 


The Smith Divine, as with a careleſs Beat, 
Struck out the nmute Creation at a Fett. 


There's a Rart for you 3 That's a Flight of Fancy at ' 
its full Range, without any Check and Controul of 
Senſe and Reaſon : Hence it is, that he hath been al- 
ways wont to ſhew ſuch hideous, monſtrous things in 
his Plays, that every Man of Wit began to nauſeate 
his ſwelling Stuff; ſo now he labours to do the fame 
thing in Divinity 3 inſomuch that his new Church will 


find it neceſlary to ſpue him our. 


| Secondly, Reformation he rallies at, as the Brat o 
an old, obſcene, and furious Lyon; that is, Henry 1 
8th's Luft : This is indeed a bluſtring Verſe, and a bold 
Stroke at the Memory of That King 3 for thus -our 
Hero will ſnub even Kings, baffle Armies, and do 
what He will, without any regard to good Manners 
or' Juſtice : Nay, he ſhall win you above a Dozen 
Battles by this ſort of Impudence, one after another. 
But now among Friends, was there ever any thing 
ſpoken fo falfly, ſo maliciouſly, ſo ignorantly ? He 
has Face enough to fay or unlay any thing, and 'tis 
his Priviledge, what the School-Divines deny to be 
even within the Power of the Almighty, To make 
Contradi&ions true z that an honeſt, neceſlary, and 
well-grounded Reformation from groſs Errors, impo- 


ſed as matters of Faith,(ſhonld be the produdt of Wick- 
ednels 
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ednofs and 1Adnjtery-t Or that it ſhowld begin upon a 
ſhamefal'Oceaſion, and from the Extravagance of a 
private Paſbon : He wil oppole Kin Henry's Dtwvorce 
againſt what I ſay : But I am'not ſtartled at that, no 
more than at the Fable of our Biſhops Conſecration at 
the Nagg's-Head-Tavern, or at the Kentiſh-men's having. 
lone Tailes for the Murder of Thomas Becket.” Such fri- 
volous Arguments as thefe might have ſerved well 
enough in the Mouths of the. Monks, Two Hundred 
Years a-go 3 but they will not paſs ſo eafily in an in- 
quiſitive Age :: In; hriet therefore, it evident, thax 
King Henry VIII. did never intcad to, procced :to a 
much greater Diſtance from the Rowrar: See, than the 
Gallican Church maintains, at this Day : There is no 
Man of our Charch, that looks on his Breach with the 
Pope, to have been a Reformation : We only eſteem 
it to be of the nature of thoſe Quyarrels, which many 
Prmces in the moſt Catholick Countries have mana- 
ged againſt the Holy Chair : The Reformation, to 
which we ſtands of a later Date : The Primitive Re- 
formers amongſt w beheld the Reaſons of Men tamely 
ſubjected to one Man's Command, and the Soverei 
Powers of all Chriſtendow (till, exfoled to: be check 
and deſtroyed by the Reſolugtons of his private Will : 
Upon this they aroſe to perform two of the greateſt 
Works in the World, at once to deliver the Minds of 
Chriſtians from Tyranny, and the Dignity of 'the 
Throne from Spiritual Bondage : Whatever was the 
Accidental, this was the real Cauſe of our Reforma- 
tion, and of their Separation from us, not ours from 
them : And this was an Event, which muſt needs have 
come to paſs near the time, in, which it did, tho? Ki 
Hemry had never forſaken his Wife : Mr.Bayestherefore 
ought to know, that our Dodrine, as bad; as he thinks 


It 15, was eſtabliſhed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 and 
| that 
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thar-the Ceremonies of our Worſhip were not ſet 

by Faction, orby popplar. Fancy, but by the. delibe- 
rate Counſels of Wiſe Men, and by the Authority 
of that Power, which bears the ummediate Image of 
God, This may be enough to fatishe our idle Dreamer 
on Parnaſſus, as to this Point,z who prides hunſelf in 
the peculiar Virulency of his Pen,..and ſo, he may fay 
a tart thing concerning the Reformers, and give it the 
Majeſtick Turn of Heroick Poelie 3 He cares not whar 
Obloquy he caſts upon the Hiſtory or the Protciiion of 
Religion. 


Thirdly, Irfalibility of the Pope and Council is the 
next Subject, which is one of God's peculiar and in- 
communicable Attributes 3 and where is no Omnyſci- 
ence, there muſt be Ignorance in part and where lg- 
norance is, there ray be Errour :. And if Mr. Bayes 
underſtood any thing beyond his Drama-common-place- 
book, He would ce, that the Dodrine of Infalrbility 
was not known 1n the Church for a Thouſand Years ; 
and it hath been much diſputed, ever ſince it was firſt 
aſſerted, . and will be ſo ; let Mr. Bayes athrm never {6 
confidently, 


That this unfailing Guide, 
In Pope and General Councils muſt reſide. 


But how can this be, when if Infallibility be placed ina 
General Council, it was not in the Church for the firſt 
, 320 Years, fo it has not been 1n it this laſt 120 Years: 
It is as certain, there was never a General Council of 
all the Paſtours of the Church; neither hath the Scrip- 
ture ſet down any Rules, how this Aflembly ſhould be 
called, who ſhould have a right to Vote,or what Num- 


bers muſt concur to make up an Infallible Judgment. If 
then 
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then the Pope benotInfallible, you have no other Judge 
that can pretend toit : And in what place of Scriptures 
the Pope named for our Guide? It our great Maſter 
hath not done it, we muſt not ſay, he hath negle&ed 
to do ſomething, which He ſhould have done : Not- 
withſtanding, He is our moſt perfe& Saviour, who 
hath ſhewed us a ſure way to Salvation : But ſtill He 
hath left us to the free uſe of our Faculties, and hath 
not provided an Infallible Preſervatiye againſt Errourz 
no, not againſt Sin, which is much more miſchievous, 
But if our Eternal Safety did depend upon the Judg- 
ment and Direction of. one Infallible Guide 3 'ris very 
ſtrange, that neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles ſhould give 
Mankind any Notice, whether this Infallibility was to 
be found in One Man, or in a Body : Anditisasſtran 
that in all the Controverſies the Apoſtles had, whilſt 
they lived, they ſhould never make uſe of any. ſach 
Authority to put an end to them, as the Conclave of 
Cardinals have found our. 

She whom ye ſeek am I, is not a ſufficient Warrant for 
the Church of Rome's claiming an Infalhbity in all her 
. Decrees ; no more than a Mowntebark is to be credi- 
ted, who after a deal of Scaffold-Pageantry to draw 
Audience, entertains them by decrying all others with 
a Panegyrick of his own Orvietax Balſozr. And indeed 
Mr. Bayes ſeems to be but a raw Divine, and not to 
underſtand well the caſe of Religion; for Jeſus Chriſt 
1s the Sovereign of the Church 3; the Paſtours are only 
as Inferiour Judges in Civil Afﬀairs; if they manifeſtly 
oppoſe themſelves to the Scripture, which is the Law 
of the Chriſtians, patticular Perſons may be ſuppoſed 
as competent Judges of That, as in Civil Matters they 
may be of the Rebellion of the Judges; and in that 
Caſe they are bound ſtill to maintain their Obedience 
to Jeſus Chriſt. In matters indifferent, doubtful, = 
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of {mall Conſequence, we are to acquieſce in the De. 
cilions of the Church ; but if it is vilible, that the Pa- 
_ teach other Doctrines, than what Chriſt taught, 
the People may put in their Appeal to the great Judge, 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Sovereign of < Church, my 

Bur This being a knotty Point, Mr. Bayes laid his 
Head cloſe to it, with a Swwff-Box in his Hand no 
doubt, when he-conceived theſe Verſes, p. 39. 

Who ſetting Conncils, Pope, and Church aſide, 

Are every Man his own preſuming Guide. 

However,the uſe of private Judgment 1s not ſo bad, 
as the Effe&ts of blind Zeal and ignorant Superſtition ; 
witneſs the Wars for eſtabliſhing the Worſhip of Images; 
the Croiſſades againſt the Saracens 5 Princes depoſed 
by Popes, which laſted for many Ages ; the Butcheries 
of the Duke of Alva, the Maſſacrees of Paris and Ire- 
land : A (mall Diverſity of Opinion about indifferent 
Matters was never the cauſe of ſuch barbarous Cruel- 
ties 3 therefore the preſent State of our Church is more 
delireable, than the groſs Ignorance and beſotted Su- 
perſtition of Italy and Sparr. 

Wherefore I do here admoniſh you, Mr. Bayes, not 
to go on in your Cenſures of this kind, as the Author 
of Pax Vobis hath done, your Brother in Scholaſtick, 
Duncery , before you have replyed to the learned and 
ingenious Anſwerer of your Pamphlet,which you wrote 
in Proſe in the Caſe of the Ducheſs of T. Your flie Re- 
fletion upon Him in this Poem will not do the Buſt. 
neſs, in which you imitate the Hawking of the Magpye , 
when ſhe huffs her Train in token of Courage and Vi- 
Gory 3 whilſt, alaſs ! "tis her fear all, and another way: 
of crying the Hawk Mercy ; and to theend, that the 
Hawk finding nothing but Feathers to ſtrike at, ſhe may 
fo perhaps ſhelter her Body : Ir is very fit indeed, you 


ſhould have a Guide and a Keeper too 3 but Men in 
D their 
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their Wits do believe, that God made Man a reaſo- 
nable Creature, who feels as much Pleaſure, when he 
can give himſelf a gor 4 Account of his Actions, as one 
that ſees, does perce..c, in compariſon to a blind Man 
who is led about 3 and therefore they think, . that the 
ſame merciful God would not contrive his Religion to 
be dark, nor place it beyond the reach of their Fa- 
cultics, when he deſigned it to perte& their Natures, 
and _—_ them to the utmoſt heights they are capa- 
ble of. 
Fourthly, the next Charge is Nowelty and Schiſm, 
thus expreſled, p. 66. 
We can point out each Period of the Time, 
* When they began, and who begat the Crime ; 
Can Calcnlate how long the Eclipſe endur'd, 
Who interpos'd, what Digits were obſcur'd. 
Mr. Bayes, you muſt know, was always good at Eclip- 
ſes; as when he made the Sun, Moon, and Earth aft 
one in a Dance: But I muſt fay, that this is a new 
way of writing Controverſie, to run us down with 
Whimſies inſtead of true Reaſoning, as He hath been 
uſed to aſtoniſh the Speftators in the Play-Houſe with 
Scenes, Clothes, and Dances; inſtead of giving Man- 
kind a Picture of themſelves , 6nd thereby making 
Virtue belov'd, Vice abhor'd, and the little Irrcgu- 
larities of Men's Tempers, call'd Humours, expoſed 
to Langhter. 
But ſeeing He is ſo exa@ at the Calculation of Time, 
I would have him inform us, how old theſe following 
Dodrines are 3 Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, the Merit 
of Works, Invocation of Saints, the Supremacy of the 
hop of Rome, the Authority of the Councils, and the 
Infallibility of the Pope 3 theſe being the chief Cauſes, 
for which we diſlent from Rome. Surely in the begin- 
ning theſe things were not ſo: For according to our 
Account 
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Account, Infalhbility goes no higher, than the Scholars 
of Marcus in Irtnexs, or the Gnoſticks in Epiphanins 3 
Purgatory comes from Origen,or at the furtheſt | cn Ter- 
tallian, who had «k from Montamns : The Denial of 
Marriage to the Prieſthood is derived from Pope Ca- 
lixtus :. Tranſubſtantiation 1s from the Lateran Council : 
The Half-Communion 1s no older,than the time of Aquti- 
4s : Praying in an unknown Tongue may be fetcht 
as far as from Gregory the Great : St. Auſtin denies the 
Invocation of Saints departed to have beert in his 
Daysz and the Supremacy of the Pope began in Bo- 
niface the Third. 3 
Againſt | 00,7 arms” Aquinas argues, Oper. Tone. 
12. as a novel and an impoſhible thing, tor one Bodyto 
be locally in more places than one, and in all at once. 
The witholding the Cp from the Laity is againſt our 
Saviours Inſtitution, who hath commanded all Men to 
drink of this Cup, Matth. 26. 27. From the beginning 
the Holy Scriptures were peruſed by the People ; wit- 
neſs the Traditores in the Perſecution of Diocleſrar, 
who were called ſo from their delivering up of their 
Bibles, which, before they were forced to the contra- 
ry,they made daily uſe of.z therefore the Hebrew Text 
was rcad Weekly to the Jews, and the New Teſtament 
was written in Greek, becauſe that Tongue was moſt 
known to the Eaſtern World ; and to pray in an un- 
known Tongue, is againſt the plain Senſe of the 14th. 
Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. Prieſts 
alſo were permitted to have Wives both in the Old 
and New Teſtaments, and many of the Blefled Apoſtles 
were Married Men : And St. Paxl alterts his Liberty 
to czrry a Wife along with him, as well as Cephas. 
Theſe and many more Corruptions (which 1 could 
mention) in point of Practice and Dottrine too, a- 
waken'd the Chriſtian World to look out for a Retor- 
D 2 mation 5 
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mation ; to enquire for the old paths, and to walk 
therein, and to reform, what was amiſs, by what had 
been the Belief and Practice of the Chriſtian Church 
from the beginning. In this Search are diſcovered the 
Riſe and Progreſs of all the new-invented Doftrines 
in the Church of Rome , by what Degrees her ſeveral 
Frrours have been brought in : For to go no further 
back, than the Comncil of Trent, we find new Articles 
of Faith, ſuch as the Sacrifice of the Maſs, the Dofrine 
of Purgatory, the Invocation of Saints, the Worſhip of 

mages, and the like, were enjoyned under the Pain of 
Damnation : And in the Canon of the Fowrth Seſſion of 
that Conncil Unwritten Traditions are decreed to be 
of equal Authority with the Scriptures: Upon this our 
firſt Reformers conſulted the Scriptures, and the Pri- 
mitive Fathers of the Church, that they might ſee, 
how things ſtood from the beginning, and only ſepa- 
rated from them, who had parted with the old and 
the true Religion. Therefore it is in vain for Mr. Bayes 
to ſcorn or to complain of us for leaving the Church of 
Rome, unleſs He can convince us, that we have forſaken 
the Word of God, the Doftrine of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, the uncorrupted Primitive Church, the Four 
Firſt General Councils, or the Anticnt Creeds. This 
is old Standard Faith, Mr. Bayes, and theſe the firſs 
plantations of the Truth of the Goſpel ; from the Pro- 
feſſion whereof we are no, Schiſmaticks : for Schiſne 
muſt needs be theirs,who give the cauſe of Separation, 
nottheirs, who do but ſeparate, when the Cauſe is gi- 
ven 3 and we have departed from Rome for this Rea- 
ſon, becauſe ſhe hath in many Inſtances departed from 
the Faith of Chriſt - Nay, had not the Pope affe&ted 
a Supremacy over all other Churches, beſides his own, 
we never had caſt off a Yoak, which had never been 


put on our Necks ; and (© it is plain, that the ©/arper 
did make the Schiſm. ; It 
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It is indeed- a Glorious Deſign to reconcile all 
Chygrches to one Dottrine and Communion ; but then 
it muſt not be done by ſuch Tyranny, as the Popes 
have practiſed to fetter Men ſtreighter under the Bon- 
dage of fictitious Articles of Faith 3 but Unity from this 
kind of Force is rather to be prayed againſt, than 
wiſh'd for : God only in his own time, and by the in- 
ſcrutable Methods of his Providence, is able to range 
his whole Church ſcattered over the Face of the Earth, 
into primitive Unity and Chriſtian Order. In the mean 
time Mr. Bayes ſhould lay aſide his Projects of Pillories, 
Roads, Gibbets and Inquifitions to make us acquiefce in 
his Judgment, whatever be our private Opinion : In 
ſome parts of hs allegorical Poem, one would verily be- 
lieve, that the Poet himſelf was turned into a Wolfe, 
for his Speech is all howling, yelling, and barking,that 
you would imagin, He would preſently pull out the 
Throats, and ſuck the Bloud of all the Proteſtant Sheep, 
who are always ready to ſuffer, rather than commit 
that Errour againſt their Conſciences, which muſt ren- 
der them Hypocrites to God, and Knaves amongſt Men. 
Therefore, | —_— Mr. Bayes hath thought fit 
to paſs over from one per{waſion of Religion to ano- 
ther, yet he might forbear to ſpit thrice at every Arti- 
cle of Religion, that he hath relinquiſhed, or to ani- 
mate his new Acquaintance, to trample upon his for- 


mer Companions ; theſe are Ufages, that can only be 


expected from a Renegado of Argier, or Tunis, to over- 
do in Expiation, that he may gain better credence of 
being a ſincere Mſſnlnar. 

5. He Scoffs at the Church of Exgland, in calling 
her the Paſſrve Church : For Mr. Bayes is reſolved, ſee- 
ing ſhe would not admit him into her Preferments, 
that ſhe ſhall know what a Satyriſt he is 3 for this rea- 
ſon he hath made a Panther, a ſpotted Beaſt of _ 
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moſt inneent and blameleſs Charch ; he hath accuſed 
of Pride, the humbleſt ; of Rapacity and Covegoul- 
neſs, the moſt inoffenſive and bountitul ; of Ignorance 
and want of Devotion, the moſt Learned and Pious; 
of falſe Doctrine, the moſt Primitive ; of ill Diſci- 
plince, the moſt decent Church under Heaven. And 
when nothing elſe could be faid, he even upbraids it 
with its Submiſſion and Obedience. Notwithſtanding 
all his impudent diſgraces, there remains this one com- 
fort to the Church of Exgland, That the ſame Man 
who now vilifies her ſo baſely, was thought unworthy 
of her Communion, for his vicious and ill life : Be- 
ſides, it is caſſe to conjetture at the cauſe of this his 
harſh uſage of our Church 3 he hath bur lately Apo- 
ſtatized from it, and is but juſt entred into the Romiſp 
Faith ;, therefore he was reſolved to give an unque- 
ſtionable proof of the Eſtabliſhment thereof, by 1evi- 
ling the Church of Ergland, 'if any ſhould ſtill doubt 
of the reality of his Converſion: And this I confeſs, 
he hath proſecuted with all the Vzolence and Bigotry, 
which commonly accompanicsxew Converts. Our Ad- 
verlary knew very well, the Church of Ergland to 
be a Body, that will never Rebell againſt the King 3 
therefore in derifion, he calls her the Paſſzve Church 3 
Thanks be to God,ſhe is ſo; therefore ſhe 1s the True 
Church of Chriſt : So that, for diſtin&tion ſake, we will 
name yours, Mr. Bayes, Armarilljs, becauſe of her Ar- - 
mour againſt all Princes that are not of her mind ; 
and this is now our Poets ew Miſtreſs; as a Friend 
of his broke off his Match with Cloris, to marry Old 
Joan. But (Sir) you have not in the leaſt hit the Rel 

of the Town by this Conceit 3 the choicelt Spirits, you 
| may have a value for, do deſpiſe you for it ; for ac- 
cording to your cuſtom, in This you have done, what 
was never done before ; Traduce a Church for her un- 


ſhaken 


—_ 


(31) 

ſhaken Loyalty, at the ſame time, that you would be 
thought a Faithful Subje&t to the Crown. For this 
reaſon, if a Teſt be of any uſe at all, it would be to 
keep our ſach Zealots, as you are, Mr. Bayes, from 
being concerned in human Society z who would de- 
ſtroy all that ſtand in their way, according to the ex- 
ample of that fiery Order, whole vehement Principles 
are diſtaſtful to Rome its (elf; who are uneaſie, unleſs 
they carry all before them : Our prote&tion againſt 
the heats of theſe Men, next under God, is wholly 
placed in our moſt gracious King, who, as a, true Fa- 
ther of his Countrey, doth a& m his Favour and Indul- 
gence to his People, according to the temper of our 
moſt holy Religion, which inſpires Mankind with Cha- 
rity and Mercy : But we muſt needs have fad appre- 
henſions of the deſigns of thoſe, who have ever uſed 
all the Arts of Craft and Violence to extirpate the 
Northern Hereſie, as they miſ-call our Religion, and 
to promote their own Intereſt in oppoſition to the 
ends, and the true genizs of Chriſtianity : Our ſole 
fence againſt them is. his Majeſties promiſe; and to 
Royal and Generous Minds, no Stipulations are ſo 
binding, as their own voluntary promiſes 3 nor is it 
to be wonder'd at, if they hold thoſe Conditions, that 
they put npon themſelves, the moſt inviolable. 

Now I may Appeal to the common ſenſe of any 
Reader, whether this Poem be not one of the rankes# 
pieces of Folly and Malice blended together, among 
all the impertinent, dull,” phantaſtical things, the Town 
is at this time tired with : Yet the Author would be 
eſteemed a ſolemn and a grave Perſon 3 and he may 
obſerve in the Converſation he hath latcly had with 
the Birds and Beaſts, that the graveſt are the Owl and 
the 4/5. For ſometimes this Mr. Bayes is not able to ſay 
one good thing in a whole page, if it were to ſave his ſes 

ten 
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then he lays about him, as if he were ramning a Mack, 
and had reſolved to kill all that he met: At one time he 
picks quarrels with the Holy Scriptures, and flights the 
Readers of it with the moſt impertinent pratings : At 
another time he Roars and Huffs again(t the Mar in 
Black, with the moſt rude and clownſh deportment ;, (0 
that all Civil Company muſt needs loath his ill-breed- 
ing more, than the B»ffoonry of Hoſtlers and Porters, 

In one place, he blames Proteſtants for having no 
Treatiſe of Humility, but what they have borrowed 
from Foreigners : So the Proteſtant Poets ſay, that Mr. 
Bayes could never have been an Author, without ſteal- 
— Milton, and many others, that have been 
helps for his Wit to furniſh out the Stage : And how 
many good thoughts hath he made his own, as he 
phraſes it i n the Rehearſal, by Tranſproſing and Trenſ- 
verſing : As now he hopes, theſe Arguments for Po- 
pery may pals for his, becauſe he hath put them into 
an wſual dreſs, and hath tagg'd 'em with Rhimes, 
And to ſpeak the truth, there 1s very little of his own 
in any Book that he hath publiſhed, but the Arrogance 
and unparalled Cenſoriouſneſs, which he exerciſes 
over all other Writers. 

But if the Credit of all Men whatſoever, be, and 
jms to be ſo well __ both by Nature, Law, 
and Diſcretion, the Clergy certainly, of all others, ought 
to be kept and preſerved Sacred in their Reputation : 
For they being Men of the ſame Spirit with others, and 
no leſs fubjedt to humane Paſlrons, it is the moſt unmanly 
as well as baſe thing, to treat them with open affronts 3 
to pelt them with Ribaldry, and Atheiſtical Drollery : 
For all that, theſe Calumnies are the grand refinements 
of Mr. Bayes his Poem 3 and without theſe Flowers he 
thought his new Religion could not be enough em- 
beliſh'd or ſet off : [Arorant and miſtaken I 
Who 
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Who believes it neceſſary to part with any Virtue, 
even common Civility, that he may caſt Dirt upon the 
Church of England, as it that did not require and en- 
courage more Sobriety, more Mortification, than ever 
He could be guilty of : Whereas it hath always been 
fruitful of Men, who together with Obedience'to the 
beſt Diſcipline, have lived to the Envy of the Papiſts 
in their Converſation, and without ſuch trze Defenders 
of the Chriftian Faith could never have baffled them fo 

amefully, as they have done of late. Inſomuch that 
I fancy,they will make very few Converts by diſputing, 
unleſs they may pretend to have turned ſome (as in 
the old Florentine Wars ) by meer tiring them out, and 
perfe&t wearineſs 3 or ſome ſach Libertines,as Mr. Bayes, 
who will be ſeemingly religions, when it is their Inte- 
reſt ; but when 'ris not, then any thing is their Duty, 
that contributes to their Security. 

For being inflnenc'd by this Principle, our Poet is 
not only contented to leave our Church, but all of a 
ſudden he appears xt the Head of the contrary Party 3 
which, ſuppoſing the Diſpute to be juſt, yet in him 
was ſo mercenary, that none would have deſcended to 
alt this part, but one, who could not get a Livelihood 
from the Play-houſe : But ſo flippant He 1s, and forward 
to write againſt Proteſtancy in general, that in deſpight 
of Senſe and good Manners, 

He buffs, he ſtruts, looks big, and ſtares ; 

And all this he can do, becauſe he dares. 

And when he had cook'd up theſe muſty ColleFions, he 
recommends them with that high Sance,the Magnificence 
of Verſe ; but methinks he was out in his Politicks, be- 
cauſe he hath not recommended his Religion, as He 
was wont to do his Plays, by Civility, Infinuation, good 
Language, and all That ; for the Exglih being a good- 
natur'd People, are ſooner won by good Words than 
Blows. E lt 
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It bath been an odious Task to me all along to pick 
out the woſt roxious pieces 'of his Satyr ;, therefore I 
ſhall leave _ paſlages unſeaxcht, nor read any far-. 
ther upon his Swallows and Pigeons, where Mr. Bayes 
makes the braveft Work that ever Mar ſaw ; and This is 
the Bane of all ſuch kind of Writers ; the Vulgar ne- 
ver underſtand them, and if they did, they would 
nat be one jot the better : No Romance can furniſh us 
with fach pleaſant and worſhipfſul Tales 5 they want no- 
thing of perfe&tion, but that they do a bats with 
once upon a time 5 which Mr. Bayes, according to his Ac- 
euracy, if he had thought on't, would never have omit- 
ted : And more than this, by changing ſome Lines, 
and bringing in a few People talking in the way of 
Dialogue, this very Poems may ſerve for a Play, as 
ſmiling and frowning are performed in the Face with 
the ſame Muſcles very little altered. But till I can- 
not imagin the reaſon,why He ſhould make uſe of theſe 
tedious and impertinent- Allegories, unleſs he thought, 
that what was ſolid and argumentative,being imp'd with 
ſomething more light and «iry, might carry further,and 
pierce deeper: Unleſs in this time of Heat and Anger 
the Roman Catbolicks may think fit to employ him, as 
being a_ſpightfil Creature, or the good Fathers may di- 
vert Fmt 8 awhile with an Animal, that is welucky, 
mimical, and gameſone. 

Yet let me tell you, Mr. Bayes, your beſt Friends 
declare you a more com t Judge of ſome fort of 
Wir ny Delight, than of Religion, or any Contro- 
verſte about it ; they ſay, you mana hmes well ;, 
and that you have a good Art in making high Jdea's of 
Honour, and in ſpeaking noble things : In this Debate, 
it had been more edifying, it you had wrote iz Proſe, 
it would have rendred your Speech more natural, and 
you would never have made- ſo much Contention, as 


you 
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you have done, between the Rhythme and the Se#fe: 

ut I ſee, he is not 1a a condition of taking Counſel, 
or of correting his Vices ; therefore he will continue 
in defiance of all the means, that can be uſed to the 
contrary, «x endleſs Scribler, an empty Politician, an in- 
folent Poet, and an idle pretender to Controverſie;, fo that 
he is reſolved to Rave againſt us as ſo many vile Here- 
ticks ;, juſt as the Italians, French, and Spaniards, have 
had the Vanity to boaſt, that all Wit is to be ſought 
for, no where, but amongſt themſelves; it is their eſta- 
bliſh'd Rule, that good Senſe has always kept near the 
warmSun, and ſcarce ever yet dared to come farther, 
than the forty ninth degree Northward ; This is a very 
unaccountable Fancy ; but they have the ſame Opini- 
on of Religion too, as if all Orthodoxy could not go 
out of the Bounds, which they have ſet it. 

So Mr. Bayes his Cqntroverſial Writings, are 1nnan- 
ſwerable, juſt as ſome places are impregnable, by reaſon 
of the Dirt that lies about them 3 and to maintain a 
conflict any longer with his Reaſons, were to renew 
the old way of fighting with Sard-bags, the true Em- 
blem of his unjoynted, incoherent Stuff 3 For it he goes 
on thns in making Volumes of Controverſie, his Deli 
Confuters, will be the Grocers and Haberdaſhers of 
Small Wares, who will bind up their rotten Raiſons, and 
Mundungus in his Papers 3 and his Book-ſelers will 
dwell at the South-fide of Paul's, where his Works 
ſhall be bound up, as his Forefather William Prynnes 
were, in Trunks, Hat-caſes, and Bandboxes. Iam 
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